Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000¢L0“Q3§994$2-’,4,

ARTICLE APPEARED
oN PAGE E 2/

Too Much SALT

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Y20 Hay 1979

WASHINGTON

A

WASHINGTON, May 19— The intel-
ligence services of the United States
Government report some interesting
new developments along the eastern
rirn of Asia from the Sea of Japan to
the South China Sea off Vietnam.

According to these .reports,: the
Soviet Union-iis;-now ‘making reguiar
long-distance reconnaissance - flights
in TU-95's .from: Viadivostok -in the

" U.S.5.R. tothe big air base at Danang,

built by the United States in the north -
of what used to be called South Viet- -
nam. Among other things, these Soviet -
planes keep watch on the movement of

the U.S. Seventh Fleet in thatparr of
the world. - mav™iin. Ras

The Soviets are a!so now USmg the
naval base at' Cam Ranh Bay in South
Vietnam, created at a cost of hundreds
of millions by the United States..The
irony is obvious and still painful.: « .z

The Soviet naval forces are not sta-
tioned there for long but are coming in .

for a fevr days:and then leaving: Also, .
= can’t verify everything, he should do .

and more interestingly; the Russians

" are’building a Jarge modern communi-

cations base 4t Cam Ranh ‘Bay, not

- particularly to watch the U.S. Seventh

Fleet but pamcularly to listen in on

‘the internal cummumcaums or main-

land China. . ™ ° s

Meanwhile, the United States is ne-
gatiating with Turkey to pay for its
own listening posts in that country —
not only to monitor Soviet missile

launchings but to intercept Sovxet in-
,ternal communications, - .2 .

~These two incidents are. mentioned
here merely:as a reminder that:the
V.5.-Soviet - strategtc ‘arms-treaty, -
about to be signed -in-Vienna: next

month,. has ‘an. important. but limited )

. objective.‘ It has-never been regarded

by either Government as.a .peace
treaty, -but- simply: as a device: for

cutting: the costs. and risks: of ‘'offen- -
sive nuclear weapons, while the politi- »
«cal, military and ideologipal"cpnﬂicrs
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between the two superpowers go on.

There is a tendency here in Wash-
ington, as usual, to debate the SALT (I
treaty as a thing apart. Even béfore
the text has been published, let alone
" studied, the opporents are saying it
‘would be a disaster to sign it and the
Admxmstrauon is saying it would be a

dxsaster not to sign it. Political Wash- .

ingtonis like that: the extremes domi-
nate the debates, as if diplomacy were
lixe plumbing, with nothing but hot or
cold runmng water :

Thal, however, has little re!atmn to
the struggles and ambiguities of world

politics. Mr. Carter cannot possibly -

“prove that he can verify everything
_the Soviets are doing in the military

.field, even if he gets all the listening . -
.. devices and bases he wants. And itis
*perhaps equally ridiculous for the op~ -

ponents of SALT X! to argue that if he

.‘ Tnothing at Viénna. There are no cer-
. tainties in politics or in life, as every-

‘body who has tried to raise a chud

‘knows.
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"~ Nevertheless, it is eeisy to under--

- stand the doubts and suspicions of the
‘opponents of the SALT treaty. Negoti-
ating with the Soviets is a puzzle and a
-'mystiery. We have no record of their
debates as they have of ours, no Soviet.
“Freedom of Information Act’ in Mos-

documentsof the; past I
:"Even at this late date. the Smne& e.x-

pens in. Wasiington have no reliable ¢

evxdence of the m]e of the Soviet Gov-
. ernment in- the, Korean Way —-what .
- they were trying-to do there . or of
..Khrushchev’s purposes intrying toput .;

nuclear missiles in Cuba. There-hasn’t .
- even been a serious talk between the -
Jeaders of the two countries about the o

.authority or physical endurance of Mr.

‘what will come later, and whether, at

- the SALT debate: will probably come
-~ down to a simple question:- whether’

“be better with thxs hmxted

'thing. The distrust of the iw6 antago-
' nistic societies,” with their conflicting

“from Turkey and {mm our ships atsea.
“ cow that. would disclose the- Soviet - .andelsewhere: . :

“not all that bad. The more the major-

“are’doing OF not daing the'better. The
- SALT pactis only a partofthe contint....

,duce thé risks and costs, and keep
_Washington”.and. Moscow "talking in
. hope that they will éventually see their
- Comimon interest in developmg a more
'sensxblewortdorder. G -

basic. conflicts and common interests
of Washington and Moscow since the
middle days of Henry Kissinger.. )

.. Maybe President Carter can get
down to basics.again with. President
Brezhnev at Vienna next month, but
this seems .unlikely. :The SALT II
‘treaty will extend beyond Mr. Carter's
term of office and probably beyond the

Brezhnev. The question is who and

Vienna, despite everybody’'s doubts,
the effort to contml offensxve nuclear
arms should go o, - ‘
" Itis easytogét lost in all the techm-
cal arguments over the relative power
of cruise mxssxle:,, Backfire bombers,
‘multiple “warheads o mobile plat-
forms, and all the rest: But in the end,

the security of the-United States would

treaty or

withoutit. - e :
Clearly SALT II wm not setilel any-

political, phitosophical and even theo-
logical views of life, will go.on. The
Goviet planes will continue to shuttle -
_between Vladivostok and Danang and
“their ships will come; xpto Cam Ranh
.Bay, where they will’ monitor every- .|
thing that they are suspicious about,
The United States, will do the same "

.

Maybe ‘this e]ectromc >snoopma‘;'

nations know about,what the others -

ing conflict.Itis inféndéd nierely tore-. .
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